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SLIBJ3 LETTER TO CHICOMS ON US PRISONERS 

AFTER AMtJAoSAOORlAL MEETING- PLEASE HOLD FOR HIS ARRIVAL. 
QTE» DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: 
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YOU WILL RECALL* W A S PRECISELY TO BRING ABOUT THE RELEASE 
BY YOUR AUTHORITIES OF AMERICANS HELD WHO WISHED TO RETURN 
TO THE UNITED STATES. OUR GOVr RNMENTs REACHED AN AGREED UNDER- 
STANDING ON SEPTEMBER 10. 1955/ AT WHICH TIME PREMIER CHOU 
EN-LAI MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE RELEASE OF SUCH AMERICANS, 
SPECIFICALLY THOSE IN PRISON, WOULD NOT TAKE LONG. ThREE AMER- 
ICANS! DOWNEY, FECTEaU, AND REDMOND* WERE IN YOUR CUSTODY 
AT THE TIME OF THE AGREED UNDERSTANDING AND HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
RELEASED- 13 YEAR IS A LONG TIME. THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION THAT 
THESE INDIVIDUALS THEN AND NOW WANT TO RETURN TO THE UNITED 
STATES. IT IS HIGH TIME THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT LIVED UP TO ThE 
SPIRIT AND THE LETTER OF THAT ORIGINAL AGREEMENT ANO PERMITTED 
THEIR EXPEDITIOUS DEPARTURE* 

SO FAR AS THE OTHER AMERICANS YOUR GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGES 

AS 3EING IN CUSTODY ARE. CONCERNED, BISHIP WALSH, MAJOR SMITH* 

AND LIEUTENANT FLYnN, ESTABLISHED INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE 

GIVES US the RIGHT TQ. INTERCEDE ON THEIR BEHALF, JUST AS IT 

EMPOWERED YOU IN THE 1950S To EXPRESS YqUR INTEREST IN CHINESE 

IN AMERICAN PRISONS A ND HOSPITALS WHO CONSIDERED THEMSELVES 

CITIZENS CF YOUR COUNTRY, THE ACCEPTED NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL 

BEHAVIOR* WHICH YOUR GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HESITaTE TO CITE* 

FOR EXAMPLE, IN REFERRING TO THE' TREATMENT OF CHINESE 

IN INDONESIA/ PLACE AN OBLIGATION ON YOUR GOVERNMENT AT LEAST 

TO PROVIDE WHATEVER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ON THE WELFaRE 

AND WHEREABOUTS QF SPECIFIC AMERICANS KNOWN OR BELIEVED POSSIBLY 

TO BE IN YOUR CUSTODY* JUST AS WE HAVE RESPONDED WHEN YOUR 

GOVERNMENT HAS iKOiMRED ABOUT SPECIFIC CHINESE CITIZENS IN 

U.S. CUSTODY. 

WHEN WE* HAVE ASKED* AS I ASK AGAIN NO*, WHETHER YOU CAN INFORM 
US IF YOU. HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE SURVIVAL OF LT. JOS- 
EPH P. DUNN WHOSE AIRCRAFT W*S SHOT DOWN OFF THE COAST OF 
HAINAN ON FEBRUARY u, 1968* THIS IS HARDLY "INTERFERENCE*" 
BUT RATHER A SIMP1_£ REQUEST FOR INFORMATION* THERE IS NO PLAUSIBLE 

explanation for your unwillingness to respond to such a re- 
quest, my government firmly hopes th*t you will provide us 
with whatever information you have as soon as is possible* 

THE SAME HOPE APP'-lEC TO ANT NEWS \0j MAY HA.Vc ON THE WELFaRE 
AND WHEREABOUTS OF *\Y :OF Y*HE f£N >,M£RI£A'H AI7MEN LISTED IN 
OUR MEMORANDUM OF .JANUARY ?> :?68 A-N3 A. ; 4Y OF THE 389 AMER- 
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(CAN SERVICEMAN MISSING AND UNACCOUNTED FOR SINCE THE '•'OS "aw 
HOSTITILIES. "* 

l WOULO LIKE A T THIS TIM£ T INQUIRE AGAIN ABOUT THE HEALTH 
Of MR. HUGH REDMOND AND ASK WHY HE H A S APPARENTLY NOT 3E-W 
ALLOWED JO WRITE T HIS FAMILY FOR M R £ THAN A Yf_ A R AN0 ' A M ., F . 
THE HEALTH OF HI s MOTHER. WHO SUFFERED A PaRaLVTI C STROK- 
MORE THAN A YEAR AGO, HAS IN RECENT MONTHS WORSENED, A ND~7HE 
£?2r- CE °al ANY W0R ° ° R EXP LANATION F R THE SILENCE OF HER SON 
SlNCt LAST JULY IS A SOURCE OF CONTINUING ANGUISH TO HER. 
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS SOCIETY HAS- REPEATEDLY SOUGHT IN- 
FORMATION ON THIS MATTER FROM THE'CHJNESE REO CROSS 3UT MAS 
RECEIVED NO REPLIES* I URGENTLY REQUEST T*AT YOU LOOK "NTO 
THIS MATTER AND EITHER INFORM ME OR TH? AMERICAN Rc C *C«3 
THROUGH THL .HjwESE RED CROSS OF MR. REDMOND'S COnOITIOn^ 

INFORMATION ON THE WELFARE AND WHERE A 30UT 3 OF THESE PRISONS 
IS IMPORTANT, BUT THEIR RELEASE IS ThE CRUX OF THE 1 = 3''-. *~ 
I URGE THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT F*£E THESE MEN AN PERMIT 7*rM m 
RETURN TO iHElft HOtfES AND FAMILICS. " " 



AS I MENTIONED YESTERDAY, FORWARD MOVEMr^T CM -*" 39: 
ISSUE WOULD SIGNAL T H E APPROACH OF a MORE CONSTRUCT* V 
IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN Ou^ TWO COUNTIES. OUR win * 
TO SEND A SPECIAL AMERICAN REPRESENT I VE TO pc<lNG~T 
CUSS THESE ISSUES IN DEPTH IS A N INOICATICN Or"«Y GOV 
TNTEREST AND CONCERN, NOT ONLY IN HELP'NG to RESOLVE 
AND GALLING QUESTION, 3UT iLSO IN ATTEMPTING TO MOVE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS OUT or Juc 
POSITION IT HAS 3EEN IN FO* r H £ LAST SEVERAL YEASS* 1 
WELCOME A POSlTiVE^-RESPONSE ON THE *y-. T Of YOUR jCV^s 
SINCERELV* :, ~ 

WALTER -J^.-STOESSELi JR- UNQTr 
GP*3. ROGERS'* 
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